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Transitioning from 

COVID-19 Vaccination 

Phase 1A to Phase 1B

➡ Long-term care facilities update.

➡ Shift in focus for hospitals.

➡ Role of local health departments.

➡ Closer look at Phase 1B vaccine plan.
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Long-term care facilities milestone

Jan. 20, 2021

As of Jan. 19, residents and staff in all 
900+ nursing homes in Ohio had been 

offered the first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine by CVS, Walgreens, Absolute 

Pharmacy or PharmScript.

These pharmacies have begun the 
process of vaccinating residents and 
staff in Ohio’s assisted living facilities.
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Role of hospitals in Phase 1B

Jan. 20, 2021

In Phase 1A, hospitals were responsible for vaccinating their 
healthcare workers and personnel who are routinely involved with the 

care of COVID-19 patients. 

Hospitals have transitioned to vaccinating Phase 1B priority 
populations but will continue to vaccinate their Phase 1A eligible staff 

under limited circumstances. 

Hospitals will continue to administer second doses when due. 
Hospitals will also continue to vaccinate Phase 1A eligible staff who are 

new employees or who were unable to receive the vaccine initially.
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Local health departments to continue 

to vaccinate Phase 1A population

Jan. 20, 2021

During Phase 1A, local 
health departments were 

responsible for vaccinating 
healthcare providers and 

personnel not employed by 
a hospital/health system 

with the greatest 
occupational risk for 
exposure to and/or 

transmission of COVID-19, 
as well as residents/staff in 

select congregate care 
settings.

Local health departments 
should continue to 

vaccinate eligible and 
willing Phase 1A priority 
populations with first and 

second doses as Phase 1B 
begins. 

LHDs that continue to 
vaccinate Phase 1A priority 
populations will continue to 
receive vaccine that should 

be used for those 
populations. 
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• Not all Phase 1B providers will be allocated 

vaccine initially. 

• Allocations will be made on a rolling basis 

as vaccine doses become available.

• Initially, allocation modeling will be 

population-based to determine how much 

vaccine each county will receive.

• Vaccine allocation will eventually be 

determined based on capacity across 

vaccination provider channels.

• Primary care and home health providers 

will be added as more vaccine becomes 

available.

Anticipated Phase 1B 

vaccination providers
Federally 
qualified 

health centers 
and rural 

health centers

Hospitals

Local health 
departments

Pharmacies
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Ages 65 and older

• Starting with older Ohioans age 80+ 
(beginning this week)
• Includes an estimated 420,000 Ohioans 

(excluding long-term care facility 
residents who are being vaccinated 
separately as part of the federal 
Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term 
Care Program).  

• Each week thereafter, another group 
of older Ohioans will be eligible for 
vaccination. Timeline subject to 
change based on supply:
• Age 75+ (week of Jan. 25).

• Age 70+ (week of Feb. 1).

• Age 65+ (week of Feb. 8).

Individuals with severe 
congenital, developmental, or 
early onset medical disorders

• Vaccinations for these individuals will 
begin the week of Jan. 25 and will be 
approached in two parts.
• Jan. 25 – those with intellectual or 

intellectual disability AND a specific 
qualifying medical condition, listed on 
next slide.

• Feb. 15 – those with specific qualifying 
medical conditions.

• County developmental disabilities 
boards will help coordinate 
vaccination efforts for individuals with 
developmental or intellectual 
disabilities.

K–12 school teachers 
and staff 

• K-12 school employees become 
eligible for vaccination starting the 
week of Feb. 1.

• This includes teachers, support staff, 
administrators, food service staff, bus 
drivers, paid coaches, janitorial staff, 
and other adults who work in school 
buildings. 

• These vaccinations of staff are part 
of a plan to get Ohio K-12 students 
back in the classroom full-time or 
through a hybrid model by March 1.

Phase 1B priority populations
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Vaccination plan for people with 

disabilities, disorders

Jan. 20, 2021

First Group 
Beginning week of Jan. 25

• Vaccines will first be given to individuals 
who have both an intellectual or 
developmental disability AND a qualifying 
medical condition.

• Local boards of developmental disabilities 
will contact individuals who meet eligibility 
requirements to coordinate vaccinations. 

• These boards will work with children’s 
hospitals and some local health 
departments on scheduling vaccinations. 

• Only those individuals identified and 
scheduled by the local developmental 
disabilities board will be eligible for 
vaccination at this time.

Second Group
Beginning week of Feb. 15

• People who have any of the qualifying 
conditions and do not have an intellectual 
or developmental disability will be eligible 
for the COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Additional information about how these 
individuals can choose to receive their 
vaccines will be forthcoming.
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“This group has been identified by 

medical professionals as having a 

high risk of death if they caught 

COVID-19. It’s critical that we 

continue to prioritize Ohioans who 

are most vulnerable."

- Governor Mike DeWine

Jan. 20, 2021
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Vaccination plan for K-12 school staff

Jan. 20, 2021

To be eligible for 
vaccination in Phase 

1B, schools must plan 
to return to full or 

hybrid in-class learning 
by March 1, and this 
decision had to be 
made by Jan. 18.

The vast majority 
(96%) of public K-12 

schools intend to 
continue or return to 
full or hybrid in-class 
learning by March 1.

School districts are 
choosing a retail 

pharmacy partner, 
secured by the state, 
or using an existing 
local partnership, to 

administer the 
vaccinations to school 

personnel.

Beginning the week of 
February 1, vaccination 
administration will be 

coordinated with 
school-provider 

partnerships, and a 
majority will be closed 

clinics for school 
personnel only.
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New statewide vaccine provider search
• The state launched an online 

search tool on Jan. 15 that shows 

providers throughout Ohio who 

have received shipments of 

COVID-19 vaccines for those 

currently being vaccinated in 

Phase 1B. 

• As more vaccine providers receive 

shipments, they will be added to 

this page. 

• Searchable by county or ZIP code.

vaccine.coronavirus.ohio.gov
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Statewide scheduling system 

under development

Jan. 20, 2021

The Ohio 

Department of 

Health is in the 

process of 

developing a state 

vaccination 

scheduling system 

tool for vaccination 

providers. Additional 

information will be 

forthcoming.

“Providers throughout the state are developing 

systems that work best for them in terms of 

scheduling and administering vaccinations. As 

we continue to roll out additional vaccination 

groups, we will work with our local partners, 

and modify the process as needed.”
̶  Governor Mike DeWine
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Q&A: Your questions about Ohio’s vaccine plan

Questions Resources Contact us

Please click unmute, then 

introduce yourself before 

asking your question.

You can also drop your 

questions in the chat.

Visit our COVID-19 

information hub for vaccine 

information and resources for 

providers and consumers.

coronavirus.ohio.gov/vaccine

Do you have COVID-19 

questions? 
• Contact our Call Center at

1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-

427-5634). 

• Contact our Provider Call 

Center at 1-844-ODHVAX (1-

844-963-4829).

Russ Kennedy, deputy 

director for external affairs
• Russ.Kennedy@odh.ohio.gov

• (614) 406-0419

Jan. 20, 2021

mailto:Russ.Kennedy@odh.ohio.gov

